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The 2025 NYSOWA Fall Safari was held Sept. 4-7 at the Rap-Shaw Club 
on Stillwater Reservoir, near Old Forge, in the Central Adirondacks. 
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It’s hard to believe that Christmas is just 
around the corner and that in December, I 
will have completed one year as President of 
NYSOWA. As the old saying goes, time sure 
does fly. I have always loved being part of 
this fine organization, but being President has 
helped give me an even deeper appreciation 
for the people in it. You have seen me give 
thanks and pay tribute to members in my 
spotlight segments that I have gotten to know, 
and I do this from the heart.

Many years ago, before I joined NYSOWA, 
I used to see Steve Piatt at sportsman shows when he was editor of the NY 
Outdoor News. I felt like I was meeting some sort of celebrity at that time. I 
admired Steve for the great publication he was turning out and never thought 
he would someday become a friend. He is just one of the many upstanding 
individuals of NYSOWA. The connections I have made with this great group have 
been amazing and these members have become like a second family to me.

I am grateful that I was able to get out and hunt yesterday morning. While no 
deer passed through, it gave me time to plan what I wanted to include in this 
newsletter, as well as reflect on some things. That time to reflect was certainly 
needed; it helped put my perspective back to where it needs to be. While I always 
try to have a good outlook, it’s been a real struggle for me since my son lost his 
home and everything in it to a horrific fire this summer. Thinking about what I 
wanted to write about NYSOWA, brought a huge smile to my face and made me 
think about “all the good” that has become of my membership.

I have been a part of many boards, but I have to say that the board members 
of NYSOWA cannot be beat. They are a hard-working group that gives their all 
to an organization they believe in. Because of that, we have had the privilege 
of being invited to attend events throughout the state of New York. Each county 
I have visited has had something different to offer and experience. We are 
provided with information on hunting and fishing in regions throughout the state, 
and if we take advantage of attending some of these events, we are given the 
opportunity to meet and make friends with people who have the same interests 
and mindsets as ourselves. The Excellence in Craft (EIC) competition for 
both writing and photography is a perk open to all members who have a paid 
membership at the time of entry. These are just some of what I call the bonus 
benefits of being a NYSOWA member. Stay tuned for announcement of the EIC 
(which has a deadline for submissions of January 15, 2026), and membership 
renewal information, which will be sent out soon. You won’t want to miss these 
opportunities!

NYSOWA PresidentNYSOWA President
Debbie BrosenDebbie Brosen



This year’s conference will be held in the Catskill region May 7 – 10, 2026. It will 
be the first time NYSOWA members will be invited to visit Columbia and Greene 
counties. I hope you will consider attending, even if only for part of the conference. 
Save the dates for more exciting information to come.

It is my goal to bring and keep our members informed of networking 
opportunities. The spotlights I have introduced are helping members get to know 
a little bit about each other. If you haven’t been “in our spotlight”, please reach out 
to me at nysowapresident@gmail.com. We would love to get to know more about 
you! We also launched a NYSOWA Members Exclusive Facebook page. If you 
haven’t already joined or received an invitation, please email me and I will send 
you one.

In closing, it is my pleasure to serve as President of such a wonderful 
organization. I thank each and every one of you for being a part of it and wish you 
all successful and safe hunting and a joyful holiday season.

Another shot of Deb’s buck taken Nov. 24, 2025. 
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A Small But Wonderful Fall Safari
Those who made the long, remote drive 

to the Stillwater Reservoir and eventually 
took a boat over to the Rap-Shaw Club, 
where the event was held Sept. 4-7 were 
rewarded handsomely.  

Our hosts – my personal friends, Ka-
ren Lockhart, who is the president of the 
club, and her husband, Capt. Walt Lock-
hart, who is an excellent fisherman – 
took great care of us along with the won-
derful staff at Rap-Shaw. Our Thursday 
evening Meet & Greet was sponsored by 
the Town of Webb (Old Forge) and Cen-
tral Adirondack Associaton, whose members visited Rap-Shaw for the very first 
time and from what we hear, it will not be the last. Special thanks to Mike Farmer, 
from the Town fo Webb and Katie Boesche and Chip Kiefer, owners of Souvenir 
Village in Old Forge, and members of the CAA. 

Adrienne and I enjoyed a beautiful day paddling on the reservoir’s southwestern 
end, which we had never explored before allthough we’ve camped there a num-
ber of times. I also hiked up to the fire tower on Stillwater Mountain. The rest of 
the crew got out and did some smallmouth bass fishing, which was challenging 
due to low water levels. A sure highlight of the weekend was Mike Joyner’s bour-
bon tasting on Saturday night, and Dr. Fish’s historic presentation about the club. 

Check out some of the photos on the next frew pages. To learn more about the 
club and the CAA visit https://www.rapshaw.org and the CAA at https://www.
visitmyadirondacks.com

Birthday Buck
The drought broke just in time for deer season in these parts, as like much of 

New York, the Adirondacks were at high risk for fire danger well into October. It’s 
been a seasonable fall so far with a typical, 
if not a bit colder, transition towards win-
ter. I hope it continues. 

I still get some photos through  
ADKhunter.com and of course, NY Out-
door News and I think it’s safe to say that 
North Country deer hunters are doing well 
this year. A solid acorn crop is sure helping 
and the gypsy moth issue from a few years 
ago has passed. Our group, the Iron Sight 
Gang has gotten a few good bucks and I 
was fortunate enough to have some luck 
this year on my birthday, for the first time 
ever. Stay tuned for a future story on the 
hunt in NYON. 

No Solar on WMA
 There’s been some rumors cicrulating 



that the state was going to allow a large solar farm to be built on a WildlifeM-
management Area in Washington County that provides rare grassland habitat for 
raptors, and is a popular hunting spot as well. The proposal didn’t sound right to 
me, especially on a WMA, so I reached out to DEC who confirmed no such devel-
opment will happen on a public WMA, which, in this case, happened to be pur-
chased with Pittman-Robertson funding. What is happening, DEC confirmed, is a 
potential (and apparently likely) solar farm in the permit process with a different 
state agency. If constructed, concerns are that the solar farm would compromise 
several tracts of grassland acreage that would be better suited as farmland or 
habitat for wildlife, perhaps as an addition to the nearby WMA. The company that 
is proposing the solar farm is planning to add over 200 acres to the WMA, but 
again, the solar farm will not be built on the WMA despite what’s going around on 
social media. 

Safari Scenes





West/Central Region VP  West/Central Region VP  
David FiguraDavid Figura

Crossbow hunting
Count me among those who approached 

this deer hunting season with increased en-
thusiasm.

Why?
I’m one of those guys who benefitted from 

the change in NY law allowing use of cross-
bows throughout the entire archery season. 
In the Southern Zone that means I can hunt 
deer with my crossbow from Oct. 1 - Nov. 14.

I’ve heard from some friends who are die-
hard, compound and long bow enthusiasts. They tell me I’m lazy, that a crossbow isn’t a 
real bow. It’s a firearm. Yeah, yeah. I’ve heard it all.

Honestly, I respect the die-hard bow hunters. Heck, my son is one.
However, about six years ago I fell off our home’s one-story roof while cleaning the 

leaves out of the gutters and landed hard on our wooden deck. I tore my left pectoral 
muscle. The incident left me with a dent in my chest and a weakened left shoulder.

“If you were younger, I’d recommend reattaching that muscle,” an orthopedic surgeon 
told me. “But at your age, you’re fine letting it be.” So I did.

I’m currently 71 and a crossbow is what 
I need. And yes, you won’t find me up in 
treestand. Whether it’s a crossbow or a 
shotgun, I hunt from the ground.

To date, I’ve taken just one deer in my 
four years of hunting with a crossbow. It 
was a young buck.

This fall I went 0-8 during the archery 
season, but every outing was pure joy.

Stay tuned. The Southern Zone regular 
deer hunting season began Nov. 15 and 
I’ll be out the next few weeks with my 
shotgun.

Fall Salmon River scene 
The Salmon River, with its celebrated fall spawning run from Lake Ontario of chinook 

and coho salmon (and later steelhead), was in the news this fall with two key develop-
ments.

A dry summer led to uncommonly low water flows on the Oswego County waterway, 
prompting the DEC to modify scheduled water releases upstream at the Redfield Res-
ervoir and to delay the opening of the river’s popular lower fly-fishing section from 
mid-September to the end of October.

The measures were necessary to ensure a successful egg collection of the spawning 
fish at the Salmon River Fish Hatchery in Altmar, said DEC Region 7 Director Dereth 
Glance.

Conditions led to a delay in the big spawning runs on the river this fall, reported Steve 
Featherstone, outdoors writer for The Post-Standard/Syracuse.com.

Adding to the slow start, some anglers were troubled by a facelift given to a popular 
section of the river this summer.



DEC, working with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, completed several habitat im-
provement and bank stabilization projects on 1.2 miles of the river downstream of the 
famed Trestle Pool, a popular fishing spot and major holding area for early spawners. 
The project involved narrowing the river channel in the stretch and placement of rock 
vanes and toe wood structures with the goal of preventing bank erosion and improving 
fish habitat, DEC said.

Many anglers fishing the section of the river where the work took place for the first 
time since last year found it almost unrecognizable. Familiar holes and long, deep runs 
that used to hold fish are simply gone, Featherstone reported.

New Skaneateles fishing pier and boat launch
It took more than 10 years, but the DEC is all but finished building a new fishing pier 

and car-top boat launch at the southwest shore of Skaneateles Lake.
The DEC partnered with the City of Syracuse on the $330,000 project, which has been 

delayed on the Finger Lake for more than a decade due mainly to concerns about a bald 
eagle nest in a white pine tree across the road. The launch is located off Glen Haven 
Road in the Cayuga County town of Sempronius.

Work included:
• Demolition and removal of an obsolete, city-owned, concrete docking area and tim-

ber foundation and driving of a new sheet pile wall (no dredging required).
• Installation of a 50-foot gangway connected to an 8-foot by 25-foot, American Disa-

bilities Act-compliant fishing pier;
• Installation of a secondary 30-foot gangway connected to a 20-foot by 20-foot, 

ADA-compliant, launch platform that features an area with rollers and railings for easy 
use.

DEC workers will annually remove the gangways and the two platforms in the late fall 
and reinstall them in the spring to avoid potential winter damage.

The nearby eagle nest is still present. The DEC was given permission for the project 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service due to the fact that the birds were not bothered by 
number of nearby homes and camps and vehicle and foot traffic along the road. Work 
was only allowed, though, between Sept. 1 and Dec. 31 in consideration  of the birds’ 
lengthy nesting and fledging periods of their young.

Finger Lakes Youth Hunt
DEC conservation officers have a long tradition of mentoring youth in a multitude of 

fishing and hunting events throughout the year.
An example was the 11th annual Finger Lakes Regional Youth Deer Hunt that took 

place over the Columbus Day weekend in the town of Romulus in Seneca County. The 
hunt took place at the former Seneca Army Depot, now Deer Haven Park LLC.

There were 27 youth hunters in attendance this year. The youngsters and parents 
attended a mandatory, pre-hunt instructional shooting range session during which the 
young hunters reviewed firearm safety rules and discussed hunter ethics, according to a 
column written by Outdoors Writer Chris Kenyon in his Finger Lakes Times column.

Friday evening the youngsters and their mentors were treated to firearms marksman-
ship training by firearms Instructors from the DEC Division of Law Enforcement. Af-
terward, the young hunters and mentors enjoyed a buffet style, wild game dinner with 
offerings including iguana mini tacos to wild turkey stew and venison.

Each youth was presented with gear to aid them in the hunt including a hunting chair, 
monopod, blaze orange hats and vests, field dressing knives and other equipment.

Over the course of the weekend, 25 youth hunters harvested a deer. Philip Huber 
of Deer Mountain Tracking Service and his bloodhound along with Jason Pollack and 
his Teckel Dachshunds assisted in the tracking and recovery of deer during the hunt, 
Kenyon said.



Final day winner
Amy LoPresti, 32, of Rochester, fishing in her first fishing derby ever, was the grand 

prize winner in the Fall Lake Ontario Counties Trout and Salmon Derby, reported Chris 
Kenyon in the Finger Lakes Times.  

She caught a 33-pound, 3-ounce Chinook salmon on Sept. 1, just four hours before the 
derby ended while trolling in her father-in-law’s boat off Point Breeze and the Oak Or-
chard River. The catch earned her $20,000.

The fish hit about 8:50 a.m. while trolling a Hawk’s Custom snowflake spoon in 150 
feet of water off the pump house. The spoon was 60 feet down on a downrigger, Kenyon 
said.

“We need a new roof and siding on our home,” said LoPresti. “Winning the derby 
comes at a great time.”

Sturgeon stocking in Lake Erie tributary
The DEC, in partnership with the Seneca Nation of Indians, recently released 1,000 

eight-inch lake sturgeon into Cattauragus Creek, a major Lake Erie tributary, according 
to a story in The Post-Standard/Syracuse.com written by Steve Featherstone.

At one time, Lake Erie supported as many as 19 spawning population of lake sturgeon, 
including Cattaraugus Creek. Currently, there are only two spawning populations in the 
lake: the east basis near Buffalo Harbor and the west basin in the St. Clair Detroit River 
system.

The young sturgeon were raised by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at the Genoa Na-
tional Fish Hatchery in Wisconsin. Each fish has an implanted tag for identification. The 
DEC’s 25-year plan is create a population of 750 mature sturgeon that spawn in the 
creek by 2040, Featherstone said.

Lake sturgeon are the state’s largest fish and can live more than 100 years. At times, 
they can achieve lengths of seven feet and weigh more than 300 pounds.

It’s illegal to fish for lake sturgeon in this state. Overfishing and habitat degradation 
resulted in a severe decline in their numbers, resulting in the state putting them on the 
threatened species list in 1993.

See the DEC’s website for more on efforts to restore lake sturgeon populations in oth-
er waterways across the state. https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/lakes-
turgeonrp.pdf.

Chautauqua County Writing competitinon 
A final reminder. The 2025 Chautauqua County Outdoor Media Contest is underway, 

with submissions accepted for printed articles, blogs, radio and TV shows published or 
aired during the contest timeframe. The annual competition, put on by the Chautauqua 
County Visitor’s Bureau, seeks compelling, creative outdoor stories about Chautauqua 
County, NY.

The entries must be published or aired communications and have run between Jan. 1 
and Dec, 31, 2025. The competition awards $500 for the top entry, $250 for second place 
and $125 for third. There is no cost to enter.

Acceptable subjects include fishing, hunting, camping, hiking, biking, kayaking, boat-
ing, and anything else regarding the county’s outdoors scene, including its grape coun-
try – wine tasting, hops farming (microbreweries), Amish farms, etc. There is no cost to 
enter.

Email submissions to Andrew Nixon, nixon@tourchautauqua.com or send by US Mail 
to Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau, PO Box 1441, Main Gate, Chautauqua, NY, 14722. 
Call for more info: 716-357-4569.



Southeast Region VP Southeast Region VP 
Tom SchlichterTom Schlichter

Happy holidays everyone. Hope you’ve 
all managed to squeeze in some time 
afield and on the water through the fall 
season.
Here in the Southeast Region, heavy 

rains and especially windy weather 
have taken their toll on the fishing front 
though much of the fall season. Not that 
the fish haven’t been around – the usu-
al saltwater hot spots such as Montauk 
and the South Shore inlets and beaches 
have all had solid shots of stripers – it’s 
just that they have been hard to reach 

given the constant small craft warnings and surprisingly frequent gale-force 
winds.
As has been the case for the past three years, the bulk of striper encounters 

have seen adult linesiders, often weighing 20 to 30 pounds or more, dominating 
the catch. That’s a lot of fun when anglers get on them, but it underlines the lack 
of schoolies along our shores during a time frame when they should be espe-
cially abundant and that continues to be cause for concern. In mid-October, the 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources reported the seventh consecutive 
below-average striped bass spawn in the Chesapeake Bay (which accounts for 
roughly 75% of the coastwide striped bass population). While the 2025 young-
of-year index improved to 4.0 over the alarmingly unproductive 2023 and 2024 
spawns, it still came in well below the long-term average of 11.0. The index rep-
resents the average number of 3-inch or smaller juvenile striped bass caught in 
each pull of the survey’s seine nets.
Many feared these results would lead to reductions of striped bass catch by 

12-percent for 2026, mandated by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion (ASMFC) Striped Bass Management Board but the board voted to maintain 
“status quo.” So, striper fishing is still an option for now with no changes to the 
size limits or seasons. Note, however, that the board did agree to establish a 
work group to guide the future of striped bass management beyond 2029, with a 
focus on the successive years of poor spawning in Chesapeake Bay.
On the blackfish front, catches were especially strong this fall until the wicked 

weather put the squeeze on the bite. We have seen a continuing trend over the 
past several years of larger and larger tautog being caught in our inshore waters 
and this year was no exception with 7- to 10-pound bulldogs more common than 
any time in recent memory and several fish weighing over 15 pounds reported. 
Just as importantly, there now seems to be a solid set of juveniles and young 
adults advancing through the blackfish ranks hopefully providing a bright future 
for the pugnacious bottom feeders.
A surprising late-season development has been a solid run of squid both in the 

western harbors of Long Island Sound and at Montauk. The later location has 



seen at least one open boat making multiple night trips with anglers filling buck-
ets with some sizeable eight-armed mollusks. Even more surprising, these same 
boats have been catching whiting, too, with some hailing it as the best whiting 
fishing in 30 years.
On the hunting front, rough weather hasn’t seemed to deter archers from pursu-

ing does and bucks, with plenty of the former taken early and a good showing of 
solid bucks reported by archery hunters on eastern Long Island and in the Lower 
Hudson Valley as the rut ensued. While I haven’t heard of any true monsters tak-
en from these areas as yet this season, there have been plenty of tags filled.
For what it’s worth, I’ve had several of my biggest deer fall during the period 

between Thanksgiving and Christmas, so get out there and give it a try if you are 
game. The woods are usually a little less pressured at this point, and that sec-
ond rut period may be short-lived but it can be nearly as productive as first rut if 
you’ve already spent some time scouting some dominant rubs and scrapes that 
are still being refreshed.

Blackfishing was especially productive during the fall ’25 season in the Long Is-
land area. The past several years have seen a solid run, with a generous supply 
of juveniles supporting a strong cast of keepers. (OutdoorTom.com photo).



Opportunity Lost 

Last week, I sat through 6 hours of a ASMFC (Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Council) 
meeting on Addendum III to the Striped Bass Management Program to discuss and approve 
forward plans to protect and grow the population of striped bass. 

Since the issue of the SB Management program, there have been several initiatives 
aEecting both the commercial and recreational communities to reduce mortality (take, 
release loss, by-catch loss…) with the goal being to re-establish and grow the striped bass 
population. 

Locally, (Hudson River) those included  

• Slot limits – first in 2015 - 18-28”, then in 2024 - 23-28” 
• Season start (moved from March 15 to April 1)  
• Mandatory use of circle hooks 

Did this work? While there’s no definitive data on the results of these actions, anecdotal 
evidence suggests they are working, the last 3 years being some of the best striper fishing 
any of us have experienced with numerous fish like these being caught by local anglers. 

   

However, on a larger scale, the overall population is not recovering fast enough to reach 
fisheries goals and recruitment (successful spawning) in both Chesapeake Bay and 
Hudson were below target for the last three consecutive years.   

In 2024, wide ranging conservation eEorts to reduce mortality were proposed by ASMFC, 
the goal being to accelerate the recovery rate. These were not approved for 2025. 

The topic was again revisited through Addendum in 2025, the goal being a 12% reduction 
through combinations of reduced seasons, catch & release and/or “no targeting” actions. 

Public hearings on Addendum III were held from ME to NC this fall and augmented by 
written comments. In general, the recreational community voiced overwhelming support 

Report on Hudson River Striped Bass
By Ed Skorupski



for the reduction, the commercial and charter communities being less supportive. It should 
be noted that recreational angling represents 85+% of the striper “take”. And one would 
think that, if supported by this community, a reduction would be enacted. 

That did not happen – somehow, we ended up with “Status quo” – no changes for the 2026 
season.  

In place of a reduction, a proposal to form a “White paper” committee to investigate and 
identify the various reasons the population is slow to recover with a focus on poor 
recruitment and evaluation of changing climate impacts was approved. 

In my opinion, the evaluation and development of understanding the how’s and why’s and 
potentially developing means of mitigating these negatives is important, BUT the 
committee missed a prime opportunity to implement majority supported, short-term 
actions that would have positive and immediate impacts on the population. 

So, where does that leave us? Undoubtedly the ASMFC council’s evaluation of the current 
population status will remain – “overfished, but not being overfished” – and unless there 
are a series of extraordinary events, we’ll find ourselves in the same position we were in in 
2024 and 2025 – looking for ways to reduce mortality. 

ASMFC Striper Mgt policy has been critically reviewed for being inactive with respect to 
taking positive action(s) and this most recent “kicking of the can down the road” appears to 
support that contention.  

In the end – no changes to 2026 regulation, 1 fish per day, 23-28” – and wait to see what 
happens.         

  

             



Submission Deadline is Jan. 15, 2026 
Only Digital Submissions Accepted 

YOU MUST RENEW MEMBERSHIP TO ENTER 

NYSOWA Excellence in Craft Writing, 
Janice M. Keesler Memorial Photo 

Award Guidelines & Rules 
We are making entry to the awards program easier than ever. At least, we hope you will 
find that to be the case as we have now converted the entry process exclusively to a 
digital format. No more dealing with snail mail and the costs and time that entails. No 
more entry forms for each entry; instead, you’ll list your entries on one form. As for your 
entry fee of $25, (covers all EIC entries; a separate $25 fee covers all photo award 
entries), you can still send in a check or money order, or you can go to  https://
app.joinit.com/o/nysowa/g349rGbhYT2M4dERX and pay by credit card. 

So, if you’ve never entered your work in our awards program, this is the year to start. 
Review your work from 2025 (2024 and 2025 for the Book category) and begin to 
prepare entries for the writing and photo awards recognition program. Of course, photos 
could have been taken at any time, not just in 2025. 

All you need for each entry is a file of the original article as a PDF or JPG and a file of 
that article that deletes or blocks out your byline, the name of the publication and any 
other identifying information, including photos with your image. The entry form below 
requires a listing of all of your entries 

Because the awards presentation will take place at our banquet scheduled for the 
spring, entries must be received by the administrators of the writing and photo 
recognition programs by Jan. 15, 2026 

Deb Brosen is chair of the Janice M. Keesler Memorial photo awards. I co-administer 
the Excellence in Craft writing awards program with Chris Paparo, and he looks forward 
to processing your submissions. 

—Glenn Sapir 

Deadline for receipt of entries for both writing and photo award entries is Jan. 15, 2026. 

 EIC & Photo Contest Rules & Entry Form 
EIC CATEGORIES 

The categories for 2025 work are: Magazine Column, Magazine Feature, Newspaper 
Column, Newspaper Feature and Online Publication; and Book (published in 2024 and 
2025). Those categories are defined as such: 

NYSOWA Membership News



Newspaper Column: A regularly appearing article, typically shorter than a feature, that 
has a reappearing name, slug, etc., such as “On the Trail,” “Fishing,” Hunting,” etc. 

Newspaper Feature: A newspaper feature does not regularly appear with a slug or 
name, is typically longer than a column, usually includes graphics and may have a 
sidebar(s). 

Magazine Column: A regularly appearing article, typically shorter than a feature, that 
has a reappearing name, slug, etc., such as “On the Trail,” “Fishing,” “Hunting,” etc. 

Magazine Feature: A magazine feature does not regularly appear with a slug or name, 
is typically longer than a column, usually includes graphics and may have a sidebar(s). 

Online Publication: Online publication may be a feature, column, blog post or other 
electronic communication that was paid for–and was first posted online before it might 
have otherwise been published. 

Book: Books or E-books with outdoor-related topics/formats, including but not limited to 
contract/self-published, hard-cover/soft-cover, printed/E-book, photo/fiction/nonfiction/
cookbook. 

SUBMISSIONS 

All entries should be sent to nysowaeic@gmail.com. Chris Paparo will review your entry 
to be sure you’ve met all of the requirements and will acknowledge your entry. You may 
submit entries in different emails and on different dates without having to pay an 
additional entry fee. Of course, you must be a member in good standing, that is, 
your dues for 2026 must have been paid for your entries to be eligible. 

Each submission should include: 

–one file of the work as published  

–one file of the same article, with the name and date of publication and any mentions of 
the author’s name, in the byline, photo credits, captions and body text, as well as any 
images of the author, blocked out or deleted 

–a single, all-inclusive completed entry form for all EIC submissions. 

--Proof of payment of $25 

–Note: Book entries require an additional $10 fee for each title, in addition to the 
all-inclusive one-time $25 entry fee for all writing (not photo) entries. Authors 
must submit two copies of their book, unmarked. These will not be returned to 
the author. Book entries should be submitted to Chris Paparo, NYSOWA EIC, 153 
South River Rd., Calverton, NY 11933. 



 
You may make payment here: 

 https://app.joinit.com/o/nysowa/g349rGbhYT2M4dERX 

EIC entries should be sent to nysowaeic@gmail.com. Checks or money orders sent for 
entry fees should be payable to NYSOWA and sent to Chris Paparo, NYSOWA EIC, 153 
South River Rd., Calverton, NY 11933. All entries must be received by Chris by Jan. 15, 
2026, to be eligible for entry in the EIC Awards Program. Pay your entry fees online at 
https://app.joinit.com/o/nysowa/g349rGbhYT2M4dERX 
  

Important Information: 

–Writers may submit a maximum of two entries in each category. 

–The author must have been paid for the work entered. 

–Work must have been published between Jan. 1, 2025, and Dec. 31, 2025 (Book, 
must have been published in 2024 or 2025). 

–All entries must be the author’s original work. 

--THIS IS BEING HIGHLIGHTED FOR EMPHASIS: Each entry must have an original 
version of the work and one redacted as described above. Each file should be 
labeled as:  

(Last name)_category_(original or redacted)_(and if entering more than one in 
this category, number it). For example, if entering TWO entries in the magazine 
feature category, label the files as: 

Your last name_magazine feature_original_1 
Your last name_magazine feature_redacted_1 

Your last name_magazine feature_original_2 
Your last name_magazine feature_redacted_2 

--Submission in the Book category must be of two copies of the book, which will not be 
returned to the author. 

–Awards will not be given in any category that receives entries from less than three 
members. 

–If entries are from fewer than three members in either the Magazine Column or 
Newspaper Column category, the entries for those two categories will be combined into 
a Column category. 



–If entries are from fewer than three members in either the Magazine Feature or 
Newspaper Feature category, the entries for those two categories will be combined into 
a Feature category. 

--Members entering must be in good standing, that is, have paid their dues for 2026. 

–Failure to follow the guidelines and rules above can lead to disqualification of entries. 
This is left to the discretion of the EIC chairman. 

–By entering your submission, you are allowing NYSOWA to reprint your entry for 
promotional purposes. 

Excellence in Craft Entry Form 

NOTE: THIS FORM MUST ACCOMPANY YOUR SUBMISSION 

Name_________________________________________________________________ 

Street_________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ______________________________Phone Number_______________ 

Email Address 
______________________________________________________________________ 

EIC Category 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries) 
______________________________________________________________________
_________ 
Publication Name and Date. 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

EIC Category 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries) 
______________________________________________________________________
_________ 
Publication Name and Date. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

EIC Category 
______________________________________________________________________ 



Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries)   

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Publication Name and Date. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

EIC Category 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries)  
______________________________________________________________________
_________ 
Publication Name and Date 
______________________________________________________________________ 

EIC Category 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries)   
______________________________________________________________________
_________ 
Publication Name and Date. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

EIC Category 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries) 
______________________________________________________________________
_________ 
Publication Name and Date. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

EIC Category 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries) 
______________________________________________________________________
_________ 
Publication Name and Date. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

EIC Category 
______________________________________________________________________ 



Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries)  
______________________________________________________________________
_________ 
Publication Name and Date. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

EIC Category 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries)  
______________________________________________________________________
_________ 
Publication Name and Date. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

All entries and payment must be received by Jan. 15, 2026. Send entries 
to nysowaeic.com.  

DON’T FORGET: 

A $25 fee must be paid at the time of submission. One $25 fee covers all EIC writing 
contest submissions. Book entries require an additional $10 per entry. 

Janice M. Keesler Memorial Photo Awards 
Program Rules 

Prints are no longer accepted as entries. 

NOTE: YOU MUST LABEL DIGITAL PHOTO ENTRIES WITH YOUR NAME, 
CATEGORY AND, IF ENTERING TWO IN THE SAME CATEGORY, WITH “1” FOR THE 
FIRST AND “2” FOR THE SECOND. E.G., JOHNDOE HUNTINGFISHING1. ENTRIES 
NOT PROPERLY LABELED WILL BE RETURNED FOR PROPER LABELING BY THE 
PHOTO AWARDS ADMINISTRATOR! 

ENTRIES NOT PROPERLY LABELED WILL BE RETURNED FOR PROPER 
LABELING. ALSO, NOTE THE NEW EMAIL FOR SUBMITTING ENTRIES IS 
eicphotoentries@gmail.com. 

1. Only members in good standing (dues paid for 2026) are eligible. 

2. A maximum of two photos per category may be entered. Submissions must be 
received by Jan. 15, 2026. A one-time submission fee of $25 must be paid at time of 
submission. Late entries will be disqualified. No title or caption should be provided. 
Chairperson will assign a number to each photo and keep a record of photographer and 
photo number separate from the photos. 



3. Each photo can only be submitted to one category. Photos from previous contests 
may be resubmitted if they did not place (1st, 2nd or 3rd). 

4. All categories will be judged prior to the Annual Conference, and awards will be made 
at the Conference. 

5. The following are the categories for the contest: 

a. Hunting/Fishing–Hunting/fishing photographs, including hero shots, action, hunting or 
fishing equipment. 

b. Outdoor Action–Outdoor-oriented action photographs, excluding hunting and 
fishing but including boating, camping, RVs, shooting sports, hiking, skiing, 
windsurfing, etc. 

c. Outdoor Scenic–Scenic photographs of either flora or fauna, landscapes, close-ups, 
panoramic. These may include people, though the people should be part of the scene, 
not the subject of the photo. 

d. Wildlife–Though the judges may take into consideration unusual aspects of the 
wildlife subject, such as size of antlers, length of beard and length and girth of fish, 
primary consideration should be given to the technical photographic aspects and 
general appeal of the image. 

e. People–As the category suggests, the focus is on “people” in the outdoors.  

6. Categories “A” through “E” do not exclude photos taken in black-and-white. 

7. Photo enhancement is limited to standard editing, such as: color correction, contrast 
control, filter use and image cropping. Digitally produced photos should not be 
substantially manipulated. Photos may not be manipulated with the use of AI. 

8. All entries must be the member’s original work. If a dispute leads to a challenge, the 
member must defend that image and prove it is original work. Use of royalty-free photo 
images of clipart is prohibited. Their use is subject to disciplinary action by the 
NYSOWA Board of Directors. 

9. Judges shall be recruited who preferably are associated with the outdoor industry and 
have a professional appreciation of the specific challenges of outdoor and wildlife 
photography. In the absence of judges meeting the criterion, judges with an expertise as 
photographers or photo editors will be recruited. At least two people must participate as 
judges, and three is preferable to minimize the possibility of ties. No minimum number 
of entries must be submitted in a category to validate the judging of that category. First, 
second and third place prizes must be awarded if at least three entries have been 
submitted. No honorable mentions will be made. 

10. By entering photographs in the competition, the owners agree that NYSOWA has 
the right to print and publish any award-winning image in New York Outdoors, or an 



NYSOWA awards publication or other form of promotion unless the member objects in 
writing when submitting the entries. Unless the copyright owner of a photograph 
specifically objects in writing, NYSOWA has the right to reproduce winning images for 
display purposes, including display at venues selected by contest sponsor(s), subject to 
the approval of the NYSOWA board of directors. 

11. Entries should be submitted to Deb Brosen at eicphotoentries@gmail.com. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Janice M. Keesler Memorial Photo Awards Entry Form 

NOTE: THIS ALL-INCLUSIVE FORM MUST ACCOMPANY THE PHOTO SUBMISSION 

Name: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ___________________________ Phone Number _________________ 

Email Address _________________________________________________________  

Photo Category ___________________________   

Photo Identification: ________________________ 

Photo Category ___________________________   

Photo Identification: ________________________ 

Photo Category ___________________________  

Photo Identification: ________________________ 

Photo Category ___________________________   

Photo Identification: ________________________ 



Photo Category ___________________________   

Photo Identification: ________________________ 

Photo Category ___________________________   

Photo Identification: ________________________ 

Photo Category ___________________________   

Photo Identification: ________________________ 

Photo Category ___________________________   

Photo Identification: ________________________ 

Photo Category ___________________________  

Photo Identification: ________________________ 

Photo Category ___________________________   

Photo Identification: ________________________ 

Submit entries to Deb Brosen: eicphotoentries@gmail.com 

DON’T FORGET: 

Proof of payment of your $25 entry fee must be submitted to Deb at the time of 
submission. 
Here is the link for the fee: https://app.joinit.com/o/nysowa/As8opGkcMZccyykYK 

Submissions for both the Janice M. Keesler Memorial Photo Contest and the Excellence 
in Crafts Awards for writing must be received by the awards administrators by Jan. 15, 
2026. 

###



Member Spotlights
NYSOWA President Deb Brosen continues to spotlight both 
Active and Supporting members. These spotlights can be 

found on our website, www.nysowa.org
Latest Spotlights include: 

Mike Joyner

Joe  Crance

Reminder: Good Deals at ExpertVoice
Just a reminder to our members: NYSOWA is proudly affiliated with ExpertVoice (https://
www.expertvoice.com), a platform that provides industry professionals, trusted influencers, 
and sales associates with exclusive discounts on top outdoor brands—up to 60% off MSRP. 
Members can access premium gear from leading names like Garmin, Nikon, Vortex, Car-
hartt, Merrell, Keen, and many more. Don’t miss out on these incredible savings!
 
To enroll, go to ExpertVoice.com and click join now. When it asks for your affiliation, enter 
NYS Outdoor Writers Association, not NYSOWA. Once your application is approved, you 
will be all set to start shopping.
 
I've been using ExpertVoice for several years and have scored fantastic deals on rifle 
scopes, footwear, sunglasses, fishing gear, and dog training equipment. To access these 
exclusive discounts, you'll first watch a few short videos about the product you're interested 
in and complete a brief quiz. Once you pass, the discounts for that brand are unlocked. It’s a 
great opportunity to save on top-quality gear—I highly encourage you to take advantage of it!
� -Chris Paparo



NYSOWA’S BOB MCNITT MEMORIAL 
 SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE

By David Figura

This summer the NYSOWA Scholarship Committee co-sponsored two boys to attend the 2025 Sum-
mer Trout Water Youth Camp at Big Valley Lodge held July 6-11 near the West Branch of the Delaware 
River at Hale Eddy. The program is open to boys and girls, ages 14-17.

The cost was $800 per kid, with NYSOWA paying half, and two, local Trout Unlimited Chapters pay-
ing the other half. It should be noted a third boy also got to go from Deb Brosen’s Rod and Gun Club 
thanks to her intervention.

The camp experience included:

• All equipment, lodging and meals provided.

• Lessons on fly tying, fly fishing, entomology, ecology, and conservation. Presenters include some of 
the top professional guides, fly tiers, and authors from the Catskill area.

• Each evening campers had one-on-one stream experiences with veteran Delaware River anglers 
fishing for wild trout.

One of the boys was from Onondaga County; the other two, from Greene County. They sent the follow-
ing statements to the NYSOWA Scholarship Committee upon returning home:

Jake Campbell, 14, of Skaneateles, co-sponsored by the Iroquois Chapter of Trout Unlimited in Syra-
cuse

“The whole experience was fantastic. Some of my favorite times were spent learning to tie my own flies 
(I even got to use them on our family’s recent trip to Scotland) and the evening guided trips on the river. 
I also made some great new friends at camp, one of which came afterward to Skaneateles this sum-
mer.

“I very much appreciate the TU Chapter and NYSOWA for sponsoring my week, which was amazing. I 
would like to help the chapter in any way I can for future attendees.”

Cameron Schelling, 15, of Catskill, sponsored by NYSOWA and Clearwater Chapter of TU in Sche-
nectady

I was anxious to go to the camp ever since I heard about it and was in the process of getting chosen. 
When I was informed that I was chosen, I was overwhelmed with excitement.

When we first got there, I ripped all my luggage out of the car and went to the register. We listened to 
a couple announcements and we tried on some boots and some waders. They gave us a fly rod/reel, 
pack to put our fly boxes in and the tools to unhook and snip the flies off the line. They also gave me 
my own fly box with some flies already in it.

Initially, they took us to a pond and learned how to cast. It was definitely challenging at first but after a 
while I started getting the cast down. Then we split up into groups and learned how to tie the tip-it mate-
rial to the leader and the leader to the fly line. I already knew some of this, but learned a couple differ-
ent knots.

In the morning, we went down to the pond to do a bit of fishing before breakfast. Food for the entire 
week was amazing.



We had a guy from the Catskill fly tying group and he showed us how to hackle the feather around the 
hook and we made a special Catskill fly. He said he had a hard time finding wood duck feathers, so I 
told him I was a hunter and that I could send him some. He was thrilled and gave me his card and said 
we could make a deal if I send him feathers and he sends me flies.

Another kid also gave me his 
card and made the same deal. 
We sat in the room most of the 
free time we had, tying flies and 
testing them out in the pond. 
We had lunch and then started 
talking about what was going on 
right after dinner, before we all 
went back to the fly-tying room.  

On Tuesday or Wednesday, I 
was fishing at the pond when 
something grabbed my fly. I 
reeled it in and it was a tiger trout 
(a hybrid between a brook and a 
brown trout). I was very excited 
and I released it so that it could 

be caught again.

Some things I have taken away from this camp are (potential business) clients, friends, skills and a 
lifetime of learning about fly fishing.

Christian Close, 17, of Catskill, co- sponsored by Clearwater Chapter of TU in Schenectady and 
Tri-Village Rod and Gun Club in Valatie

“During my time at the Trout Unlimited summer camp, I learned almost everything there is to know 
about fly fishing. I arrived at the camp knowing nothing, but by the end, I walked away with several new 
hobbies -- fly fishing and fly tying, which I’m sure I’ll enjoy for the rest of my life. Throughout the camp, 
we covered both basic and advanced aspects of fly fishing. We learned how to tie our own flies, how to 
cast, studied entomology, and explored ways to help preserve local wildlife while fishing.

“What I enjoyed most were the evenings, when we would gather our gear and head out onto the wa-
ter with a guide. Most of the guides had years of experience, and they were very happy to share their 
knowledge. As the sun went down, the water got colder, but those conversations helped keep me a 
little warm.”

BOW (Becoming an Outdoors Woman)

 Each year, the Scholarship Committee strives to send a participant to this three-day, DEC-sponsored 
program. Since 2021, NYSOWA has sent a member, spouse or NYSOWA member relative. Applicants 
must be 18 or over to participate.

This year, the program was Oct. 3-5 at Silver Bay YMCA (Warren County) in the Adirondacks, October 
3-5. All meals, lodging, instruction and class equipment were provided.

We sent Angela Colangelo, a NYSOWA member from Long Island, covering her $450 fee. We also 
make a donation to the program to help sponsor attendees who need financial assistance.

(L-r) Christian Close, Jake Campbell and Cameron Schelling
(Photo credit: Dan Hucko)



Colangelo is writing about her experience in a story that will be published in an upcoming issue of New 
York Outdoor News. Stay tuned.

NYSOWA Academic Scholarship
 This year we had no applicants for our annual $1,000 academic scholarship. The money is awarded 
each year to a college student enrolled in a curriculum related to journalism, outdoors or the environ-
ment.

Looking for candidates 2026 candidates: Know of anyone who would benefit from:

• Attending a DEC Summer Camp, the TU Summer Trout Fishing Camp on the Delaware River or 
some other summer camp program;

• Attending a Becoming an Outdoors Woman weekend.

• A college student who would qualify and benefit from NYSOWA’s annual $1,000 scholarship?

Contact NYSOWA Scholarship Committee members David Figura at davidjfigura@gmail.com, Deb 
Brosen at featherartstudio@yahoo.com or Dave Taylor at David.j.taylor@stonybrook.edu.

The NYSOWA Scholarship Fund currently has a balance of $5,747. For more on the scholarships, see 
the NYSOWA website. https://nysowa.org/scholarships/



WNY Community ‘Rocked’ the Red Carpet to  
Raise Awareness for Cystic Fibrosis

A Night of Courage, Commitment, and Community Raises $340,000 for Cystic Fibrosis Research
 
November 8, 2025, Buffalo, NY – The Western New York Chapter of the Cystic Fibrosis Foun-
dation hosted the annual ‘Rock the Red Carpet’ event to raise funds and awareness for cystic 
fibrosis, a progressive, genetic, multi-organ disease that affects 1,600 people in New York State. 
The event took place on Saturday, November 8, 2025 at The Powerhouse by Rich Entertainment 
Group.
 
Buffalo’s Rock the Red Carpet raised $340,000 which supports the CF Foundation’s mission to 
cure cystic fibrosis and to provide all people with CF the opportunity to lead long, fulfilling lives 
by funding research and drug development, partnering with the CF community, and advancing 
high-quality, specialized care.
 
The evening spotlighted remarkable honorees:
Commitment to a Cure: Jim Hanley, Frank Campbell & Bill Hilts Jr.
Lifetime Achievement in Excellence in Care & Research: Dr. Drucy Borowitz
Katie’s Courage Award: Briana DeWitt
Buffalo’s Finest 2025 Professionals: Representing the next generation of changemakers.
 
Executive Director Heather McKeever shared:
“This event was more than a celebration—it was a powerful reminder of what we can accomplish 
when we unite for a common purpose. Every person in that room is part of a movement that brings 
hope to families and drives us closer to a cure. We are deeply grateful for the generosity and pas-
sion that made this night possible.”
 
Hanley, Campbell and Hilts were recognized for their involvement with the Greater Niagara Bas-
sEye Celebrity Challenge and the Lower Niagara River Challenge events that raised over $3.5 
million for CF.
“I remember how the BassEye started,” said Bob Rich Jr. of Buffalo, a founding member of the 
Greater Niagara BassEye Celebrity Challenge said in a video. “Gary Ellis and his wife, Susan, 
dear friends of ours from Islamorada, had a daughter (Nicole) who had CF and Gary wanted to set 
up celebrity fishing tournaments around the country that would raise money to help find a cure for 
CF. We identified Buffalo as a prime place to have a tournament.”
 
Together with Capt. Jim Hanley of Angola, the three angling icons collaborated to form the first 
BassEye tournament in 2001 and it snowballed from there, thanks in part to the support of the 
charter fishing community and the generous sponsors who grabbed hold and ran with this unique 
“funraiser.”
 
“Guys like Hanley came together with us and he engaged the fishing guide community and they 
were great supporters for 20 years,” Rich said. “Fishing was overlooked in Buffalo for a long time. 
People were focused on other things. Our mayor and county executive never even fished in Buffa-
lo before the tournament.”
 
“I didn’t put in the long hours necessary to make these events happen for recognition,” insisted 
Hanley. “I did it because finding a cure for CF matters deeply to me. I’m genuinely humbled to 
receive the recognition for this award.”
 
Gary Ellis, who passed away in 2020, also helped establish a second WNY tournament in the 
lower Niagara River with the help of Gary Hall of Niagara Falls. With 10 years under its belt, the 
tournament raised well over $1 million for CF. Hall’s go-to charter captain was Capt. Frank Camp-



bell of Lewiston, who was also on the original BassEye Committee in 2001 with Rich, Hanley, and 
Bill Hilts, Jr.
 
“It was an honor to be recognized by the CF Foundation, but I felt as if I was representing every 
guide that ever volunteered,” said Campbell. “It brought back a lot of memories but ultimately it 
was my way of giving back. I think all the captains that donated their time and skills felt that way. 
The more you give in life the more you get. It was a good feeling knowing that the funds raised in 
the different events were making a difference as the breakthroughs in treatments were improving 
lives of the CF patients.”
 
Through the years, everyone involved with the fishing contests could see their hard work (and 
play) pay big dividends as breakthroughs in research and medications were starting to make a 
difference. In 1980, the survival rate for someone with CF was less than 20 years. In 2006, life 
expectancy was nearly 38 years. Today, life expectancy is nearly 65 years, with some people living 
to be older.
 
“Keeping the fishing story alive matters because it reminds us of what a community can do when it 
comes together for a cause,” said Heather McKeever, Executive Director, Cystic Fibrosis Founda-
tion WNY Chapter. “Their impact will be felt for generations in the CF community.”
 
To see a special video presented during the Rock the Red Carpet gala, check out https://youtu.be/
tWcnvCOUh2Y?feature=shared
 
Learn more and continue the journey at https://finest.cff.org/buffalo
 
About the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation is the world’s leader in the search for a cure for cystic fibrosis. 
The Foundation funds more CF research than any other organization, and nearly every CF drug 
available today was made possible because of Foundation support. Based in Bethesda, Md., the 
Foundation also supports and accredits a national care center network that has been recognized 
by the National Institutes of Health as a model of care for a chronic disease. The CF Foundation is 
a donor-supported nonprofit organization. For more information, visit cff.org.

(L-R) The three amigos of 
the sportfishing commu-
nity - Bill Hilts, Jr., Capt. 
Frank Campbell, and Capt. 
Jim Hanley who were hon-
ored at the Rock the red 
carpet event for CF with 
a Commitment to a Cure 
Award. (Bonnie Parrotta 
photo)



NYSOWA Supporting Member News
Catching Dreams Charters Expands Across  New York State

 
Catching Dreams Charters, Inc., a Western New York not 
for profit that specializes in providing fishing therapy trips for 
pediatric oncology patients, has expanded across New York 
State and is now operating in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse, 
and Albany  with Long Island in our crosshairs for 2026. 
We work closely with Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer 
Center in Buffalo, the Golisano Children’s Hospital in Roch-
ester, Upstate Medical Hospital in Syracuse, and Albany 
Medical Center in Albany.
 
Our program consists of providing half-day outings on the 

water with the patient and two family members or friends. There is no  charge for the adventure, 
and at the end of the trip each child is given a rod, reel, and tackle box! These trips focus on the 
psychosocial issues of isolation and high anxiety associated with battling cancer for the patient 
and family providing a respite where everyone is a winner!
 
Catching Dreams Charters is looking for a select group of qualified charter boat Captains in the 
Syracuse and Albany areas to meet our anticipated 2026 demand from the cancer kids. Also, we 
will be looking for local funding sources to support these “mini make a wish” guided trips. 100% 
of all the donations go directly to support our efforts with the guides and kids, and all monies stay 
local.
 
Please contact Captain Ned Librock, Founder and President, at (716) 870-5326 anytime, or email 
at nlibrock@roadrunner.com if you have any recommendations or suggestions.
 
Catching Dreams Charters, Inc. is a New York State registered 501(c)(3) not for profit.

INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE?

Visit us online at OutdoorNews.com/Foundation-Home 
or snap the QR code!

The outdoors community faces a critical challenge. As demographics shift, 
fewer people are buying hunting and fishing licenses. This decline threatens 
the funding vital for managing our natural resources and preserving wildlife 
habitats. But, there’s hope. The Outdoor News Foundation is taking action. 

Our mission? To cultivate the next generation of outdoor enthusiasts and 
conservation leaders. Your generous donations power our impact, directly 
benefiting young people through essential education and resources at 
environmental learning camps, environmental scholarships for future 
outdoors journalists, fish and wildlife biologists, and other stewards of our 
natural world, and free access to Outdoor News.

Help cast a legacy for 
tomorrow’s 

hunters and anglers
Join us in turning the tide. A single donation 
of $25 helps fund a child for a year, and 
ensures a vibrant future for our sporting 
heritage. Together, we can share the wonder 
of the wild with the next generation of 
sportsmen and women.

Make your mark. Donate now and help us 
forge a lasting legacy for the outdoors 
community.
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Redding Reloading Selects Murray Road
Agency

The Murray Road Agency, a leading agency
in the outdoor industry and related
verticals, is pleased to announce its
partnership with Redding Reloading
Equipment. Since 1946, Redding Reloading
has been a trusted innovator of top-quality
reloading tools. The partnership with
Murray Road will expand Redding
Reloading’s reach, with a focus on
continuing to serve their dedicated users,
customers and audience. This will be
augmented by the elevation of the Redding
brand and products in key channels and on
relevant platforms.

“As a leader in the handloading market for nearly 80 years, Redding Reloading holds firm
that quality, innovation and excellent customer service are the keys to success. Murray
Road shares our beliefs and understands the handloading mindset,” said Dennis Racine,
Vice President of Sales and Marketing for Redding Reloading. “Together we will build a
brand presence that reflects the same precision and trust our customers expect from every
product we make.”

Redding’s legacy and presence is well established. The company was created around its
first beam-style powder scale for ammunition reloading and then expanded in the 1960s
to focus on reloading equipment. After Richard Beebe acquired it in 1974, Redding
Reloading grew significantly by building a skilled team and reinforcing its reputation for
quality and innovation. Today, it continues to grow while staying true to its legacy of
excellence.

“We love this partnership because of what it means to us and gives our team,” said Murray
Road President and CEO Tim Brandt. “As selfish as that sounds, Redding is a great fit for
our team and business model because it complements our current clients and overall
market knowledge. Initial conversations and projects with such a focused team at Redding
have us even more bullish on the path and growth plans moving forward.”

Murray Road is a full-service agency with a proven track record of success and growth in
the outdoor industry. The team delivers difference-making impact for their clients and are
experts in connecting brands with target audiences. Redding Reloading’s partnership
dovetails nicely into the larger portfolio of Murray Partners and will be a major focus to
round out 2025 and throughout 2026.

To learn more about Redding Reloading, visit www.redding-reloading.com.

For more information on the Murray Road Agency, visit www.MurrayRoadAgency.com or
Murray Road on Instagram, Facebook or LinkedIn.

About Redding Reloading Equipment

Located in Cortland, NY, Redding Reloading Equipment has focused on building the finest
quality products for the precision handloading market since 1946. Redding offers a
complete product line including the most comprehensive variety of dies and die sets,
championship winning reloading presses and powder measures as well as match precision
case trimming lathes and gauging instruments. To learn more about our products, ongoing
commitment to the precision handloading enthusiast and to request a copy of the current
Redding catalog visit: www.redding-reloading.com.

About Murray Road

Murray Road is a passionate and well-rounded marketing agency dedicated to the outdoor
industry. If a consumer uses a product, technology or process to seek, hunt, fish, gather,
cook, explore, push boundaries or for any other activity outside, Murray Road can and will
market it. It also excels in digital and brick-and-mortar retail environments and is
expanding into other consumer markets as well. More information on the agency, specific
services or our team is available at MurrayRoadAgency.com.

Contact: Tim Brandt

The Murray Road Agency

tim.brandt@murrayroadagency.com
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BoatUS Foundation Launches First National Database to Track 
Abandoned Boats and Derelict Vessels Across US

Database to support ongoing nationwide effort to remove and prevent ADVs
SPRINGFIELD, Va, Nov. 5, 2025 – The non-profit BoatUS Foundation for Boating Safety 
and Clean Water has developed a database that will identify the locations of abandoned 

and derelict vessels (ADVs) across the 
U.S., freely associated states and U.S. 
territories and track their removal.
Created in partnership with the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) Marine Debris Program, this na-
tional database will allow visitors to report 

abandoned and derelict vessels on their coastlines, allowing the issue to be better under-
stood on a national scale with the support of the public. Eventually, this database will be 
able to track the impacts of removal and prevention efforts by showing how the number of 
ADVs across the country may one day decrease.
Abandoned and derelict vessels can crush or smother sensitive plants and corals, leach 
fuel and other pollutants into the water, threaten safe navigation, and contribute to eco-
nomic losses. Removing ADVs is a costly effort, often averaging more than $24,000 to 
remove a single boat.
"When we finally understand the scope of the problem, communities all over the country 
will be better able to remove abandoned and derelict vessels on their local coastlines," said 
BoatUS Foundation Director of Outreach Alanna Keating. "With the information the data-
base provides, they will be able to know exactly where they need to dedicate resources, 
whether that be towards removing vessels or preventing them from becoming abandoned 
in the first place. This database is just one part of our critical work that could help make 
ADVs a thing of the past."
Along with the database, the BoatUS Foundation awarded grants this year to support ADV 
removal efforts across Alaska, Guam, Louisiana, Maine, North Carolina, Oregon, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands and Washington.
The database, regional removal grants, and efforts to raise awareness on boating-relat-
ed debris disposal—including the Second annual “Turning the Tide” conference in New 
Orleans in December 2026—are supported by the NOAA Marine Debris Program.



2025 Outdoor Communicator Contest - Chautauqua County, NY 
• All $CASH PRIZES 
• PLAY, LAUGH, LEARN IN CHAUTAUQUA!  
 

Publish Period: Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2025   
SEND IN YOUR PUBLISHED STORY!! 
Submission Deadline: March 1, 2026 
Description: 
This contest is a professional communicator's 
Excellence-in-Craft competition. Please tempt us 
with your best published creative outdoor story based 
on the Eligible Focus Categories listed below. Deliver a sense of 
urgency for your readers or viewers to join the fun for any of the many Chautauqua 
County outdoor adventures with your compelling message. Please submit your email as a PDF 
file or a web link, if possible. No limit on the number of submissions. All 2025 Contest Winners 
will be announced on April 1, 2026, by US Mail and will be included in a press release from the 
Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau.  
Eligible Focus Categories: 
Outdoor Adventure in Chautauqua County, NY. The focus of your story or program MUST 
address or highlight any of these categories of outdoor fun and adventure to be found in 
Chautauqua County, NY: 

Fishing, hunting, camping, hiking, biking, kayaking, boating, AND anything else 
regarding the Chautauqua outdoors, including our grape country – wine tasting, hops 
farming (microbreweries), Amish farms, etc.   

Entry Fee: Free 
Send your published copy to the Chautauqua County Vacation Bureau (email address below). 
Submit your entry to: Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau, Attn: Andrew Nixon, Email: 
nixon@tourchautauqua.com; Phone: 716-450-4569. US Mail address: Chautauqua County 
Visitors Bureau, PO Box 1441, Main Gate, Chautauqua, NY, 14722.  
Note: For more info on Chautauqua County, NY - please visit www.tourchautauqua.com. 
Chautauqua County is a destination of unrivaled natural beauty. We are nestled between the foothills of 
the Allegheny Mountains and Lake Erie, where 5 amazing lakes and numerous waterways provide 
boating and fishing. There are miles of hiking and biking trails in old-growth forests, geologic formations 
in the Chautauqua Gorge, and much more. Find outdoor adventure here! 
 
Eligibility: 
Open to media members from every form of public communication, including daily, weekly, and 
regionally printed publications (newspapers, magazines, books), blogs, website stories, radio, 
TV, and photography. Your source of publication must be identified and included with your 
submitted entry.  
Prizes  
A total of three (3) winners will be selected from the submissions, awarding cash prizes and a 
certificate for framing, as noted here:  
1st Prize: $500 Cash 
2nd Prize: $250 Cash 
3rd Prize: $125 Cash 
If any questions, please contact Dave Barus, Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau Outdoor 
Media Promotions Associate: dbarus35@yahoo.com, 716-597-4081. 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Greater Niagara Fishing Expo 
Niagara Falls Convention Center | 101 Old Falls Street, Niagara Falls, NY 14303 

niagarafishingexpo.com | @niagarafishingexpo 

Greater Niagara Fishing Expo 
February 19-22, 2026 | Niagara Falls, NY 

 

Attend the Largest Teaching Fishing Event on the Great Lakes 

 The Teaching Fishing show offers attendees a wealth of opportunities 
to sharpen their angling skills, featuring more than 200 free seminars 
included with admission. 
 

 More than 80 expert anglers will lead seminars designed for all skill 
levels, from beginners to tournament anglers. 
 

 Distinct curriculums focus on fishing for walleye, bass, trout, salmon, 
perch, fly-fishing, kayak fishing, open water trolling, and marine 
electronics. 
 

 Explore over 170 booths of fishing exhibitors. 
 

For more information and to purchase tickets, visit  
niagarafishingexpo.com or scan the QR code. 
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The Premier Fishing Show on the Great Lakes 

 The Greater Niagara Fishing Expo offers attendees the opportunity to 
improve their angling skills by selecting from a comprehensive 
curriculum that includes hundreds of hours of fishing education. 
 

 Over 170 exhibitor booths fill the Niagara Falls Convention Center, 
offering anglers the chance to connect with leading Great Lakes fishing 
and marine electronics manufacturers and retailers. 
 

 Additional show highlights include the LOTSA Salmon School, the Lake 
Erie Walleye School, a Super Kids Fishing Clinic, Super Steelhead 
Clinic, fishing boats, kayaks, a Hawg Trough, and more! 
 

For more information and to purchase tickets, visit 
niagarafishingexpo.com or scan the QR code. 



NSSF Press Releases: https://www.nssf.org/category/press-releases-2/

Firearm Industry Economic Impact 
Rises 379% Since 2008

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The total economic impact of the firearm and ammunition industry in 
the United States increased from $19.1 billion in 2008 
to $91.7 billion in 2024, a 379 percent increase, while 
the total number of full-time equivalent jobs rose from 
approximately 166,000 to nearly 383,000, a 130 percent 
increase in that period, according to a report released 
by the NSSF®, the firearm industry trade association.
On a year-over-year basis, the industry’s economic 
impact rose from $90.5 billion in 2023, to $91.7 billion in 
2024. The firearm industry has broader impacts throughout the economy. It supports and gen-
erates business for firms seemingly unrelated to firearms, at a time when every job in America 
counts. These are real people, with real jobs, working in industries as varied as banking, retail, 
accounting, metal working and printing among others.
The firearm and ammunition industry paid nearly $11 billion in business taxes, including prop-
erty, income and sales-based levies. An additional $886 million was paid in federal excise taxes, 
which directly contribute to wildlife conservation.
“Our industry is a vital economic contributor to every state and every community. These are com-
panies employing men and women from all walks of life and they prove daily that the American 
firearm and ammunition industry is strong,” said Joe Bartozzi, NSSF President and CEO. “This 
industry proudly provides the means for law-abiding citizens to exercise their Second Amend-
ment rights. Our industry enables Americans to engage in the American traditions of recreational 
target shooting and hunting, and we are the primary source of wildlife conservation funding in 
America. The growth of the firearm industry equals more jobs that add to our local economies, 
averaging $68,300 in wages and benefits, up from $67,500 reported last year. Since 2008, federal 
business tax payments increased by 340 percent, Pittman-Robertson excise taxes that support 
wildlife conservation by 152 percent and state business taxes by 238 percent.”
The annual Firearm and Ammunition Industry Economic Impact Report provides a state-by-state 
breakdown of job numbers, wages and output covering direct, supplier and induced employment, 
as well as federal excise taxes paid. Access the full report here.
About NSSF
NSSF is the trade association for the firearm industry. Its mission is to promote, protect and pre-
serve hunting and the shooting sports. Formed in 1961, NSSF has a membership of thousands of 
manufacturers, distributors, firearms retailers, shooting ranges, sportsmen’s organizations and 
publishers nationwide. For more information, visit nssf.org.
________________________
Media contact:
Mark Oliva
202-220-1340



NEW YORK STATE OUTDOOR WRITERS ASSOCIATION, INC.
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

Nov. 17, 2025
 
President Deb Brosen called the Zoom meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
 
In attendance: President Deb Brosen, VPs David Figura, Dan Ladd and Tom Schlich-
ter, Treasurer Stephen George, Recording Secretary Glenn Sapir, Membership Sec-
retary Charles Witek, Immediate Past President Chris Paparo and Directors Steve 
Piatt, Mike Joyner, Steve Zahurak and Bill Hilts, Jr.
Absent: Directors Leo Maloney and Jerrod Vila
 
Reading of the minutes of the last official meeting of the Board on 4/28/25 was dis-
pensed with but accepted.
 
Reports from officers except those vital to the meeting were voted to be not read. 
Deb asked, however, that she receive copies of the reports.
 
Stephen George gave the Treasurer’s Report, stating that the scholarship fund has 
$5,747.46 and the checking account has $14,017.65 After the report was given and 
accepted, Deb shared a spread sheet she is creating to identify NYSOWA costs and 
revenue.
 
Deb addressed the fundraising committee’s activities. Our need to renew our 
tax-exempt status is key to receiving many donations and possible grants. Progress 
on that would be discussed later in the meeting. Letters went out to several trusts 
and foundations regarding our scholarship fund, and one or two responded, giving 
some hope for a grant—after we receive our tax-exempt status and can file a grant 
proposal. Deb said she would like to see fundraising directed at the organization 
also and not just the scholarship fund. Other ideas mentioned were a NYSOWA 
member-authored cookbook, a fishing tournament at Peck’s Lake and a writer’s 
workshop.
 
For the Excellence in Craft Committee, Glenn reported that former two-time OWAA 
President Phil Bloom has agreed to fill the judging spot created by the passing of 
longtime judge Tom Wharton. He reported that Bill Suitor’s Parkinson’s Disease 
symptoms have been negligible, allowing him to have already completed the six 
first-place awards for this year.
 
Dave reported on the Scholarship Committee, stating that last year we co-spon-
sored two young teens to a flyfishing camp on the Delaware. With Deb’s help, a third 
boy was co-sponsored by a sportsman’s club and a local TU chapter. All three boys 
enjoyed the experience, and Dave feels that this camp is a better bet for our scholar-
ship money than the DEC conservation camps.
 
Deb referred to a PA Outdoor Writers Association’s policy on AI use in writing, and 
Glenn agreed to adapt it to a proposed amendment for our own bylaws.
 



Under Unfinished Business, Deb returned to discussion on regaining our tax-ex-
empt status, which was lost because of the negligence of the Gray and Gray account-
ing firm that had been supposed to have been filing the necessary tax paperwork 
every year. A new application, with necessary payment, has been filed. Deb then 
told us of a proposal from Gary Lavicka, an accountant in Johnstown, NY, with 
whom she had previously worked. Deb will distribute the proposal for Board con-
sideration, to be discussed and voted upon at a meeting to be called in the near 
future. A motion was made to approve and accept the proposal, but another motion 
was moved to table the initial motion.
 
It was confirmed that the Board had already voted to eliminate a $15 administrative 
fee for new members. Dan proposed the idea of raising dues to cover Joinit fees and 
to offer three-year memberships at a discounted rate. Charles said reminders of 
dues for 2026 will go out shortly. Dan and Charles will send a proposal to be voted 
on by the Board.
 
The earlier proposal of redistricting our Vice Presidents’ territories to create two 
new VPs was discussed. Glenn pointed out that it would require a revision to our 
bylaws, affecting at least Article VI Officers Section 1, and Article VI Nominating 
Committee Section 2. Dave volunteered to attempt to figure out what the new redis-
tricting would look like and submit a proposal.
 
Deb reported on the May 7-10 Annual Conference in Greene and Columbia Coun-
ties, neighboring counties separated by the Hudson River. She has a long list of in-
novative ideas for the conference, including a full day at a sportsman’s club, during 
which we could hold a variety of events, including a fundraising barbecue open to 
the public. She would like to see a craft improvement session presented, and asked 
that members send ideas for topics and/or speakers. Deb also wishes to publish a 
conference booklet, in which we can recognize donors and perhaps sell advertising.
 
Finally, Dan gave a report on gatherings beyond the Spring ’25 Conference. Peanut 
is working on a Sept. or Oct. ’26 Safari at Oneida Lake. Dave Figura asked to be in-
cluded in the planning process. Dan said that 2027 will be our 60th anniversary and 
both Lake George and North Creek would love to have us come. Dan would prefer 
to hold it in the spring, but would move it to the fall if a Long Island safari were to 
develop.
 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:14 p.m.
 
Respectfully Submitted,
Glenn Sapir, Recording Secretary



Join online at https://app.joinit.com/o/nysowa/members
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