Submission Deadline is Jan. 15, 2026
Only Digital Submissions Accepted

YOU MUST RENEW MEMBERSHIP TO ENTER

NYSOWA Excellence in Craft Writing,
Janice M. Keesler Memorial Photo
Award Guidelines & Rules

We are making entry to the awards program easier than ever. At least, we hope you will
find that to be the case as we have now converted the entry process exclusively to a
digital format. No more dealing with snail mail and the costs and time that entails. No
more entry forms for each entry; instead, you’ll list your entries on one form. As for your
entry fee of $25, (covers all EIC entries; a separate $25 fee covers all photo award
entries), you can still send in a check or money order, or you can go to https://
app.joinit.com/o/nysowal/g349rGbhYT2M4dERX and pay by credit card.

So, if you've never entered your work in our awards program, this is the year to start.
Review your work from 2025 (2024 and 2025 for the Book category) and begin to
prepare entries for the writing and photo awards recognition program. Of course, photos
could have been taken at any time, not just in 2025.

All you need for each entry is a file of the original article as a PDF or JPG and a file of
that article that deletes or blocks out your byline, the name of the publication and any
other identifying information, including photos with your image. The entry form below
requires a listing of all of your entries

Because the awards presentation will take place at our banquet scheduled for the
spring, entries must be received by the administrators of the writing and photo
recognition programs by Jan. 15, 2026

Deb Brosen is chair of the Janice M. Keesler Memorial photo awards. | co-administer
the Excellence in Craft writing awards program with Chris Paparo, and he looks forward
to processing your submissions.

—Glenn Sapir

Deadline for receipt of entries for both writing and photo award entries is Jan. 15, 2026.

EIC & Photo Contest Rules & Entry Form
EIC CATEGORIES
The categories for 2025 work are: Magazine Column, Magazine Feature, Newspaper

Column, Newspaper Feature and Online Publication; and Book (published in 2024 and
2025). Those categories are defined as such:



Newspaper Column: A regularly appearing article, typically shorter than a feature, that
has a reappearing name, slug, etc., such as “On the Trail,” “Fishing,” Hunting,” etc.

Newspaper Feature: A newspaper feature does not regularly appear with a slug or
name, is typically longer than a column, usually includes graphics and may have a
sidebar(s).

Magazine Column: A regularly appearing article, typically shorter than a feature, that
has a reappearing name, slug, etc., such as “On the Trail,” “Fishing,” “Hunting,” etc.

Magazine Feature: A magazine feature does not regularly appear with a slug or name,
is typically longer than a column, usually includes graphics and may have a sidebar(s).

Online Publication: Online publication may be a feature, column, blog post or other
electronic communication that was paid for—and was first posted online before it might
have otherwise been published.

Book: Books or E-books with outdoor-related topics/formats, including but not limited to
contract/self-published, hard-cover/soft-cover, printed/E-book, photo/fiction/nonfiction/
cookbook.

SUBMISSIONS

All entries should be sent to nysowaeic@gmail.com. Chris Paparo will review your entry
to be sure you've met all of the requirements and will acknowledge your entry. You may
submit entries in different emails and on different dates without having to pay an
additional entry fee. Of course, you must be a member in good standing, that is,
your dues for 2026 must have been paid for your entries to be eligible.

Each submission should include:
—one file of the work as published

—one file of the same article, with the name and date of publication and any mentions of
the author’s name, in the byline, photo credits, captions and body text, as well as any
images of the author, blocked out or deleted

—a single, all-inclusive completed entry form for all EIC submissions.
--Proof of payment of $25

—Note: Book entries require an additional $10 fee for each title, in addition to the
all-inclusive one-time $25 entry fee for all writing (not photo) entries. Authors
must submit two copies of their book, unmarked. These will not be returned to
the author. Book entries should be submitted to Chris Paparo, NYSOWA EIC, 153
South River Rd., Calverton, NY 11933.



Crossbow hunting

Count me among those who approached this deer hunting season with increased en-
thusiasm.

Why?

I'm one of those guys who benefitted from the change in NY law allowing use of cross-
bows throughout the entire archery season. In the Southern Zone that means | can hunt
deer with my crossbow from Oct. 1 - Nov. 14.

I've heard from some friends who are die-hard, compound and long bow enthusiasts.
They tell me I'm lazy, that a crossbow isn't a real bow. It's a firearm. Yeah, yeah. I've
heard it all.

Honestly, | respect the die-hard bow hunters. Heck, my son is one.

However, about six years ago | fell off our home's one-story roof while cleaning the
leaves out of the gutters and landed hard on our wooden deck. | tore my left pectoral
muscle. The incident left me with a dent in my chest and a weakened left shoulder.

“If you were younger, I'd recommend reattaching that muscle,’ an orthopedic surgeon
told me. “But at your age, you're fine letting it be." So | did.

I'm currently 71 and a crossbow is what | need. And yes, you won't find me up in tree-
stand. Whether it's a crossbow or a shotgun, | hunt from the ground.

To date, I've taken just one deer in my four years of hunting with a crossbow. It was a
young buck.

This fall | went 0-8 during the archery season, but every outing was pure joy.

Stay tuned. The Southern Zone regular deer hunting season began Nov. 15 and I'll be
out the next few weeks with my shotgun.

Fall Salmon River scene

The Salmon River, with its celebrated fall spawning run from Lake Ontario of chinook
and coho salmon (and later steelhead), was in the news this fall with two key develop-
ments.

A dry summer led to uncommonly low water flows on the Oswego County waterway,
prompting the DEC to modify scheduled water releases upstream at the Redfield Res-
ervoir and to delay the opening of the river's popular lower fly-fishing section from
mid-September to the end of October.

The measures were necessary to ensure a successful egg collection of the spawning
fish at the Salmon River Fish Hatchery in Altmar, said DEC Region 7 Director Dereth
Glance.

Conditions led to a delay in the big spawning runs on the river this fall, reported Steve
Featherstone, outdoors writer for The Post-Standard/Syracuse.com.

Adding to the slow start, some anglers were troubled by a facelift given to a popular
section of the river this summer.

DEC, working with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, completed several habitat im-
provement and bank stabilization projects on 1.2 miles of the river downstream of the
famed Trestle Pool, a popular fishing spot and major holding area for early spawners.
The project involved narrowing the river channel in the stretch and placement of rock
vanes and toe wood structures with the goal of preventing bank erosion and improving
fish habitat, DEC said.

Many anglers fishing the section of the river where the work took place for the first
time since last year found it almost unrecognizable. Familiar holes and long, deep runs
that used to hold fish are simply gone, Featherstone reported.

New Skaneateles fishing pier and boat launch

It took more than 10 years, but the DEC is all but finished building a new fishing pier
and car-top boat launch at the southwest shore of Skaneateles Lake.

The DEC partnered with the City of Syracuse on the $330,000 project, which has been



delayed on the Finger Lake for more than a decade due mainly to concerns about a bald
eagle nest in a white pine tree across the road. The launch is located off Glen Haven
Road in the Cayuga County town of Sempronius.

Work included:

« Demolition and removal of an obsolete, city-owned, concrete docking area and tim-
ber foundation and driving of a new sheet pile wall (no dredging required).

« Installation of a 50-foot gangway connected to an 8-foot by 25-foot, American Disa-
bilities Act-compliant fishing pier;

« Installation of a secondary 30-foot gangway connected to a 20-foot by 20-foot,
ADA-compliant, launch platform that features an area with rollers and railings for easy
use.

DEC workers will annually remove the gangways and the two platforms in the late fall
and reinstall them in the spring to avoid potential winter damage.

The nearby eagle nest is still present. The DEC was given permission for the project
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service due to the fact that the birds were not bothered by
number of nearby homes and camps and vehicle and foot traffic along the road. Work
was only allowed, though, between Sept. 1 and Dec. 31 in consideration of the birds’
lengthy nesting and fledging periods of their young.

Finger Lakes Youth Hunt

DEC conservation officers have a long tradition of mentoring youth in a multitude of
fishing and hunting events throughout the year.

An example was the 11th annual Finger Lakes Regional Youth Deer Hunt that took
place over the Columbus Day weekend in the town of Romulus in Seneca County. The
hunt took place at the former Seneca Army Depot, now Deer Haven Park LLC.

There were 27 youth hunters in attendance this year. The youngsters and parents
attended a mandatory, pre-hunt instructional shooting range session during which the
young hunters reviewed firearm safety rules and discussed hunter ethics, according to a
column written by Outdoors Writer Chris Kenyon in his Finger Lakes Times column.

Friday evening the youngsters and their mentors were treated to firearms marksman-
ship training by firearms Instructors from the DEC Division of Law Enforcement. Af-
terward, the young hunters and mentors enjoyed a buffet style, wild game dinner with
offerings including iguana mini tacos to wild turkey stew and venison.

Each youth was presented with gear to aid them in the hunt including a hunting chair,
monopod, blaze orange hats and vests, field dressing knives and other equipment.

Over the course of the weekend, 25 youth hunters harvested a deer. Philip Huber
of Deer Mountain Tracking Service and his bloodhound along with Jason Pollack and
his Teckel Dachshunds assisted in the tracking and recovery of deer during the hunt,
Kenyon said.

Final day winner

Amy LoPresti, 32, of Rochester, fishing in her first fishing derby ever, was the grand
prize winner in the Fall Lake Ontario Counties Trout and Salmon Derby, reported Chris
Kenyon in the Finger Lakes Times.

She caught a 33-pound, 3-ounce Chinook salmon on Sept. 1, just four hours before the
derby ended while trolling in her father-in-law’s boat off Point Breeze and the Oak Or-
chard River. The catch earned her $20,000.

The fish hit about 8:50 a.m. while trolling a Hawk's Custom snowflake spoon in 150
feet of water off the pump house. The spoon was 60 feet down on a downrigger, Kenyon
said.

“We need a new roof and siding on our home,” said LoPresti. “Winning the derby
comes at a great time.’

Sturgeon stocking in Lake Erie tributary



The DEC, in partnership with the Seneca Nation of Indians, recently released 1,000
eight-inch lake sturgeon into Cattauragus Creek, a major Lake Erie tributary, according
to a story in The Post-Standard/Syracuse.com written by Steve Featherstone.

At one time, Lake Erie supported as many as 19 spawning population of lake sturgeon,
including Cattaraugus Creek. Currently, there are only two spawning populations in the
lake: the east basis near Buffalo Harbor and the west basin in the St. Clair Detroit River
system.

The young sturgeon were raised by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at the Genoa Na-
tional Fish Hatchery in Wisconsin. Each fish has an implanted tag for identification. The
DEC's 25-year plan is create a population of 750 mature sturgeon that spawn in the
creek by 2040, Featherstone said.

Lake sturgeon are the state’s largest fish and can live more than 100 years. At times,
they can achieve lengths of seven feet and weigh more than 300 pounds.

It's illegal to fish for lake sturgeon in this state. Overfishing and habitat degradation
resulted in a severe decline in their numbers, resulting in the state putting them on the
threatened species list in 1993,

See the DEC's website for more on efforts to restore lake sturgeon populations in oth-
er waterways across the state. https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/lakes-
turgeonrp.pdf.

Chautauqua County Writing competitinon

A final reminder. The 2025 Chautauqua County Outdoor Media Contest is underway,
with submissions accepted for printed articles, blogs, radio and TV shows published or
aired during the contest timeframe. The annual competition, put on by the Chautauqua
County Visitor's Bureau, seeks compelling, creative outdoor stories about Chautauqua
County, NY.

The entries must be published or aired communications and have run between Jan. 1
and Dec, 31, 2025. The competition awards $500 for the top entry, $250 for second place
and $125 for third. There is no cost to enter.

Acceptable subjects include fishing, hunting, camping, hiking, biking, kayaking, boat-
ing, and anything else regarding the county’s outdoors scene, including its grape coun-
try - wine tasting, hops farming (microbreweries), Amish farms, etc. There is no cost to
enter.

Email submissions to Andrew Nixon, nixon@tourchautauqua.com or send by US Mail
to Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau, PO Box 1441, Main Gate, Chautauqua, NY, 14722,
Call for more info: 716-357-4569.



You may make payment here:
https://app.joinit.com/o/nysowa/g349rGbhYT2M4dERX

EIC entries should be sent to nysowaeic@gmail.com. Checks or money orders sent for
entry fees should be payable to NYSOWA and sent to Chris Paparo, NYSOWA EIC, 153
South River Rd., Calverton, NY 11933. All entries must be received by Chris by Jan. 15,
2026, to be eligible for entry in the EIC Awards Program. Pay your entry fees online at
https://app.joinit.com/o/nysowal/g349rGbhYT2M4dERX

Important Information:
—Writers may submit a maximum of two entries in each category.
—The author must have been paid for the work entered.

—Work must have been published between Jan. 1, 2025, and Dec. 31, 2025 (Book,
must have been published in 2024 or 2025).

—All entries must be the author’s original work.

--THIS IS BEING HIGHLIGHTED FOR EMPHASIS: Each entry must have an original
version of the work and one redacted as described above. Each file should be
labeled as:

(Last name)_category_(original or redacted)_(and if entering more than one in
this category, number it). For example, if entering TWO entries in the magazine
feature category, label the files as:

Your last name_magazine feature_original_1
Your last name_magazine feature_redacted_1

Your last name_magazine feature_original_2
Your last name_magazine feature_redacted_2

--Submission in the Book category must be of two copies of the book, which will not be
returned to the author.

—Awards will not be given in any category that receives entries from less than three
members.

—If entries are from fewer than three members in either the Magazine Column or
Newspaper Column category, the entries for those two categories will be combined into
a Column category.



—If entries are from fewer than three members in either the Magazine Feature or
Newspaper Feature category, the entries for those two categories will be combined into
a Feature category.

--Members entering must be in good standing, that is, have paid their dues for 2026.

—Failure to follow the guidelines and rules above can lead to disqualification of entries.
This is left to the discretion of the EIC chairman.

—By entering your submission, you are allowing NYSOWA to reprint your entry for
promotional purposes.

Excellence in Craft Entry Form
NOTE: THIS FORM MUST ACCOMPANY YOUR SUBMISSION

Name

Street

City, State, Zip Phone Number

Email Address

EIC Cateqgory

Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries)

Publication Name and Date.

EIC Category

Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries)

Publication Name and Date.

EIC Category




Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries)

Publication Name and Date.

EIC Category

Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries)

Publication Name and Date

EIC Category

Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries)

Publication Name and Date.

EIC Category

Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries)

Publication Name and Date.

EIC Category

Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries)

Publication Name and Date.

EIC Category




Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries)

Publication Name and Date.

EIC Category

Title or Headline of Entry (and URL for online publication entries)

Publication Name and Date.

All entries and payment must be received by Jan. 15, 2026. Send entries
to nysowaeic.com.

DON'T FORGET:

A $25 fee must be paid at the time of submission. One $25 fee covers all EIC writing
contest submissions. Book entries require an additional $10 per entry.

Janice M. Keesler Memorial Photo Awards
Program Rules

Prints are no longer accepted as entries.

NOTE: YOU MUST LABEL DIGITAL PHOTO ENTRIES WITH YOUR NAME,
CATEGORY AND, IF ENTERING TWO IN THE SAME CATEGORY, WITH “1” FOR THE
FIRST AND “2” FOR THE SECOND. E.G., JOHNDOE HUNTINGFISHING1. ENTRIES
NOT PROPERLY LABELED WILL BE RETURNED FOR PROPER LABELING BY THE
PHOTO AWARDS ADMINISTRATOR!

ENTRIES NOT PROPERLY LABELED WILL BE RETURNED FOR PROPER
LABELING. ALSO, NOTE THE NEW EMAIL FOR SUBMITTING ENTRIES IS
eicphotoentries@gmail.com.

1. Only members in good standing (dues paid for 2026) are eligible.

2. A maximum of two photos per category may be entered. Submissions must be
received by Jan. 15, 2026. A one-time submission fee of $25 must be paid at time of
submission. Late entries will be disqualified. No title or caption should be provided.
Chairperson will assign a number to each photo and keep a record of photographer and
photo number separate from the photos.



3. Each photo can only be submitted to one category. Photos from previous contests
may be resubmitted if they did not place (1st, 2nd or 3rd).

4. All categories will be judged prior to the Annual Conference, and awards will be made
at the Conference.

5. The following are the categories for the contest:

a. Hunting/Fishing—Hunting/fishing photographs, including hero shots, action, hunting or
fishing equipment.

b. Outdoor Action—Outdoor-oriented action photographs, excluding hunting and
fishing but including boating, camping, RVs, shooting sports, hiking, skiing,
windsurfing, etc.

c. Outdoor Scenic—Scenic photographs of either flora or fauna, landscapes, close-ups,
panoramic. These may include people, though the people should be part of the scene,
not the subject of the photo.

d. Wildlife—Though the judges may take into consideration unusual aspects of the
wildlife subject, such as size of antlers, length of beard and length and girth of fish,
primary consideration should be given to the technical photographic aspects and
general appeal of the image.

e. People—As the category suggests, the focus is on “people” in the outdoors.
6. Categories “A” through “E” do not exclude photos taken in black-and-white.

7. Photo enhancement is limited to standard editing, such as: color correction, contrast
control, filter use and image cropping. Digitally produced photos should not be
substantially manipulated. Photos may not be manipulated with the use of Al.

8. All entries must be the member’s original work. If a dispute leads to a challenge, the
member must defend that image and prove it is original work. Use of royalty-free photo
images of clipart is prohibited. Their use is subject to disciplinary action by the
NYSOWA Board of Directors.

9. Judges shall be recruited who preferably are associated with the outdoor industry and
have a professional appreciation of the specific challenges of outdoor and wildlife
photography. In the absence of judges meeting the criterion, judges with an expertise as
photographers or photo editors will be recruited. At least two people must participate as
judges, and three is preferable to minimize the possibility of ties. No minimum number
of entries must be submitted in a category to validate the judging of that category. First,
second and third place prizes must be awarded if at least three entries have been
submitted. No honorable mentions will be made.

10. By entering photographs in the competition, the owners agree that NYSOWA has
the right to print and publish any award-winning image in New York Outdoors, or an



NYSOWA awards publication or other form of promotion unless the member objects in
writing when submitting the entries. Unless the copyright owner of a photograph
specifically objects in writing, NYSOWA has the right to reproduce winning images for
display purposes, including display at venues selected by contest sponsor(s), subject to
the approval of the NYSOWA board of directors.

11. Entries should be submitted to Deb Brosen at eicphotoentries@agmail.com.

Janice M. Keesler Memorial Photo Awards Entry Form
NOTE: THIS ALL-INCLUSIVE FORM MUST ACCOMPANY THE PHOTO SUBMISSION

Name:

Address

City, State, Zip Phone Number

Email Address

Photo Category

Photo Identification:

Photo Category

Photo Identification:

Photo Category

Photo Identification:

Photo Category

Photo Identification:




Photo Category

Photo Identification:

Photo Category

Photo Identification:

Photo Category

Photo Identification:

Photo Category

Photo Identification:

Photo Category

Photo Identification:

Photo Category

Photo Identification:

Submit entries to Deb Brosen: eicphotoentries@gmail.com

DON'T FORGET:

Proof of payment of your $25 entry fee must be submitted to Deb at the time of
submission.
Here is the link for the fee: https://app.joinit.com/o/nysowa/As8opGkcMZccyykYK

Submissions for both the Janice M. Keesler Memorial Photo Contest and the Excellence
in Crafts Awards for writing must be received by the awards administrators by Jan. 15,
2026.

HiH



